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28th July, 2019Under the Pastoral care of the Capuchin Friars

STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

‘Ask, and it will be given to you; 
search, and you will find; knock, 
and the door will be opened to 

you.’ (Lk 11:9)

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
The first step of every Christian prayer is the entrance in a mystery, that of God’s paternity. We can’t pray like 
parrots. Either you enter the mystery, in the awareness that God is your Father, or you don’t pray. If I want to pray to 
God my Father, I begin with the mystery. To understand in what measure God is our Father, we think of the figure of 
our parents; however, we must always in some measure “refine it,” purify it. The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
also states it, it says thus: “The purification of our hearts has to do with paternal or maternal images, stemming from 
our personal and cultural history, and influencing our relationship with God” (n. 2779).
None of us have had perfect parents, none, as we, in turn, will never be perfect parents or Pastors. We all have 
defects, all. We live our relationships of love always under the sign of our limitations and also of our egoism. 
Therefore, they are often sullied by desires of possession or of manipulation of the other. Therefore, sometimes 
declarations of love are changed into feelings of anger and hostility. It’s because of this, because we all have bitter 
roots inside, which aren’t good and sometimes come out and do evil.
See why, when we speak of God as “Father,” while we think of the image of our parents, especially if they loved us, at 
the same time we should go beyond. Because the love of God is that of the Father “who is in Heaven,” according to 
the expression that Jesus invites us to use: it’s total love, which we in this life savour only imperfectly. Men and 
women are eternally beggars of love — we are beggars of love, we are in need of love — they seek a place where 
they will finally be loved, but they don’t find it. How many disappointed friendships and loves there are in our world 
— so many!
How many times we men have loved in this very weak and intermittent way. We all have the experience: we have 
loved but then that love fell or became weak. Desirous of loving, we then come up against our limitations, with the 
poverty of our strength, incapable of keeping a promise that in the days of grace  seemed easy to realise.  At bottom, 
the Apostle Peter had fear and had to flee. The Apostle Peter was not faithful to Jesus’ love. There is always this 
weakness that makes us fall. We are beggars who on the way risk not ever finding completely that treasure that we 
seek from the first day of our life: love.
However, another love exists, that of the Father “who is in Heaven.” No one should doubt being the recipient of this 
love. He loves us. We can say, “He loves me.” If even our father and our mother did not love us — a historical 
hypothesis –, there is a God in Heaven who loves us like no one on this earth has done or can ever do. God’s love is 
constant. The prophet Isaiah says: “Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should have no compassion on the 
son of her womb? Even these may forget, yet will I not forget you. Behold, I have graven you on the palms of my 
hands” (49:15-16).  The love of God is like the love of a mother, who can never forget. And if a mother forgets? “I will 
never forget you,” says the Lord. This is God’s perfect love; this is how He loves us. If even all our earthly loves 
crumbled and we had nothing left other than dust, there is always for all of us, burning, the unique and faithful love of 
God.
In the hunger of love that we all feel, let us not look for something that doesn’t exist: it is, instead, an invitation to 
know God who is Father. Saint Augustine’s conversion, for instance, passed through this crest: the young and brilliant 
rector was simply seeking among creatures something that no creature could give, until one day he had the courage 
to look up. And on that day he knew God — God who loves.
Therefore, don’t fear. None of us is alone. If by misfortune your earthly father  had forgotten you and you resented 
him, you are not denied the fundamental experience of the Christian faith: that of knowing that you are the 
most beloved child of God, and there is nothing in life that can extinguish His passionate love for you.

Pope Francis

COMING 
UP

Craft 
Group Mon 
29th & Wed 

31st July, 12pm

Alpha 
Fri 2nd August, 

7pm

Archbishop’s 
Visit

Sat 10th 
August 

6pm Mass
followed by  
gathering in 

the hall

Winter 
Warmer  
Wed 14th 

August, 7pm



GOSPEL REFLECTION

Asked and Answered

Though we be “but dust and ashes,” we can presume to 
draw near and speak boldly to our Lord, as Abraham 
dares in this week’s First Reading.
But even Abraham—the friend of God (see Isaiah 41:8), 
our father in the faith (see Romans 4:12)—did not know 
the intimacy that we know as children of Abraham, heirs 
of the blessings promised to his descendants (see 
Galatians 3:7, 29).
The mystery of prayer, as Jesus reveals to His disciples in 
this week’s Gospel, is the living relationship of beloved 
sons and daughters with their heavenly Father. Our 
prayer is pure gift, made possible by the “good gift” of 
the Father—the Holy Spirit of His Son. It is the fruit of 
the New Covenant by which we are made children of 
God in Christ Jesus (see Galatians 4:6–7; Romans 8:15–
16).
Through the Spirit given to us in Baptism, we can cry to 
Him as our Father—knowing that when we call He will 
answer.
Jesus teaches His disciples to persist in their prayer, as 
Abraham persisted in begging God’s mercy for the 
innocent of Sodom and Gomorrah.
For the sake of the one just Man, Jesus, God spared the 
city of man from destruction (see Jeremiah 5:1; Isaiah 
53), “obliterating the bond against us,” as Paul says in this 
week’s Epistle.
On the Cross, Jesus bore the guilt of us all, canceled the 
debt we owed to God, the death we deserved to die for 
our transgressions. We pray as ones who have been 
spared, visited in our affliction, saved from our enemies.
We pray always a prayer of thanksgiving, which is the 
literal meaning of Eucharist. We have realized the 
promise of this week’s Psalm: We worship in His holy 
temple, in the presence of angels, hallowing His name.
In confidence we ask, knowing that we will receive, that 
He will bring to completion what He has done for us—
raising us from the dead, bringing us to everlasting life 
along with Him.

Scott Hahn

CATECHISM CORNER
 

Facing difficulties in prayer (n. 2729)

The habitual difficulty in prayer is distraction. It can affect 
words and their meaning in vocal prayer; it can concern, more 
profoundly, him to whom we are praying, in vocal prayer 
(liturgical or personal), meditation, and contemplative prayer. 
To set about hunting down distractions would be to fall into 
their trap, when all that is necessary is to turn back to our 
heart: for a distraction reveals to us what we are attached to, 
and this humble awareness before the Lord should awaken 
our preferential love for him and lead us resolutely to offer 
him our heart to be purified. Therein lies the battle, the 
choice of which master to serve.

‘Among all other 
prayers, the Lord's 

Prayer holds the chief 
place. It has five 

excellent qualities which 
are required in all 

prayer. A prayer must be 
confident, ordered, 

suitable, devout and 
humble.’

 
- St Thomas Aquinas

ALPHA
Season starts Friday August 2nd, 7pm. Parish Hall. 
 

Alpha is for anyone who’s curious and wants to learn 
more about the faith.  The gatherings are designed to 
encourage conversation and explore the Christian faith 
in a friendly environment.  It is a great 
opportunity to invite people who 
don’t normally come to Mass. 
 
See parish website for details:  
stspeterandpauls.com/alpha  

Archbishop Peter Andrew
Comensoli 

will be visiting 
Sts. Peter & Paul's

Catholic
Parish and will be

Celebrating
the 6:00 p.m Mass on

Saturday, 10th August,
2019 

Please join us for Mass  |   Sts Peter & Paul's  Catholic Parish,  South Melbourne

ARCHBISHOP'S
VISIT

Saturday,

 10th August, 2019

6:00 p.m



SAINT OF THE WEEK 

St Ignatius Loyola - 31st July  

Ignatius of Loyola was a Spanish priest 
and theologian. As a young man, he 
was highly ambitious and had dreams 
of becoming a great soldier. After 
achieving some success, he was 
tragically struck by a cannonball in 
1521, badly mangling one of his legs. 
While he was bedridden, he read 
many books on Christ and the lives of 
h i s s a i n t s , wh i ch moved h im 
profoundly and would change the 
course of his life. He co-founded 
(along with St Peter Faber and St 
Francis Xavier) the religious order the 
Society of Jesus (Jesuits) and became its 
first Superior General at Paris in 1541. 
The Jesuit order served the Pope as 
missionaries, and they were bound by 
a vow of special obedience to the 
sovereign pontiff in regard to the 
missions. They emerged as an 
important force during the time of the 
Counter-Reformation.

HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY 
MAVIS and MARGARET
Two of our parishioners are 
celebrating their 90th birthdays 
around this time.  
 
Mavis Keighery (16 
July) and 
Margaret Buzza 
(1 Aug), we wish you a 
very happy birthday!!! 
Thank you for all you 
do for our parish.

Father’s Day Raffle
The craft group has put together 4 great prizes for 

the Father's day raffle.  
Tickets are 3 for $5 and will be on sale after Mass 

from August, and will be drawn after the 10am Mass 
on Father’s Day, Sunday 1st September. 

This week we will have the special collection to support the young people from 
Melbourne going to the Australian Catholic Youth Festival (ACYF) in Perth, 8-10th 
December. There is a tap machine at the back of the church with a default setting 
for a $10 donation.
There are brochures with more information at the back.  
If any young people (ages 16 to 30) are interested in attending with the parish, 
please let Fr Dean know.

CONTACT DETAILS
Please fill out ‘contact details’ cards that you’ll find on your pews and at the back of the church.  
We are looking to get a fuller list of all parishioners, so that we can more easily keep in touch.  

One thing that is planned is a regular email bulletin.  

EMERALD HILL MISSION 
 
Another successful year has been completed and we are 
pleased to advise that we 124 students in our Education 
Assistance program with 15 completing their VCE this 
year. This compares 112 on the program last year with 12 
completing VCE. We have a target of 150 in 2020 and we 
have 40 places available.  
The Emerald Hill Mission Food Van conies to operate five 
times a week providing food and counsel services to 
various disadvantaged individuals and families in the Port 
Phillip district. This year with our supporters help we’ve 
continued to make a substantial contribute to ‘Open 
House at Sts Peter and Paul’s’ where 12, 00 meals are 
provided each year and food parcels offered 5 days a 
week.  
Special thanks to The South Melbourne Community 
Chest. This local group again gave EHM a grant of $6,000 
for the Education Program this year and this has assisted 
us in our work with secondary students. The SMCC 
operate an Op Shop at 20 Banks St and support many 
charities and projects in the local area.  

Winter Warmer 2019  
Wednesday 14th August, 7pm  
Emerald Hotel (new venue)  

 

Bookings are required. Sign up sheet is available at 
the back of the church.  

FRIDAY MORNINGS 
Starting from this 

Friday 2nd August  
we will be trialling a new Mass time for Friday mornings that will 

be followed by a time of Adoration and then morning tea.  
 

Mass 10am |  Adoration 10:30am Morning Tea 11am



Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Celestina Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, james Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, 
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Tony Bailey, Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard Grant, Helen Keighery.

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon: God is in his Holy place, God who unites 
those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might and strength 
to his people.

1st Reading – Genesis 18:20-32                     
Abraham bargains with God over the fate of the people of 
Sodom and Gomorrah. This is really a lesson in prayer – how far 
dare we go in seeking mercy from God.

Responsorial Psalm 
On the day I called for help, you answered me. 

I thank you, Lord, with all my heart, you have heard the words of 
my mouth. Before the angels I will bless you. I will adore before 
your holy temple.

I thank you for your faithfulness and love which excel all we ever 
knew of you. On the day I called, you answered; you increased 
the strength of my soul.

The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly and the haughty he 
knows from afar. Though I walk in the midst of affliction, you give 
me life and frustrate my foes.

You stretch out your hands and save me, your hand will do all 
things for me. Your love, O Lord, is eternal; discard not the work 
of your hands.

On the day I called for help, you answered me. 

2nd Reading – Colossians 2:12-14 
Christ by His death has done away with the penalty for sin. How 
much more free and expressive ought our prayer to God be in 
that case.

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
You have received the spirit which makes us God’s children, and 
in that spirit we call God our Father.    Alleluia!

Gospel – Luke 11:1-13 
No greater evidence of life in Christ is needed than a spirit of 
prayer; no prayer has filled the human soul as wonderfully as the 
prayer that Jesus taught.

Next week’s reading:1  Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23 
                                 2  Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11 
                                 Gospel Luke 12:13-21

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
 

We pray together:

Lord, we pray for Pope Francis, his 
bishops, priests and religious that they 
may care for the spiritual well-being of 
their people.
 
Lord, we pray for the needs of our local 
community. May the workers of the One 
House and the Capuchin Outreach 
program continue their wonderful 
pastoral care to those in need.

Lord, we pray for the members of our 
local community. May we truly be open to 
all, regardless of age, gender or ethnic 
origin, as we acknowledge we are all 
children of God

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently, and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this time 
Bishop John Kelly, Mother Joseph 
Halloran, Imelda McKenna, Shirley 
Meyers, Stephanie Ryan, Sr. Moya 
Mottram, Margaret Smith.

Collections: July 20/21, 2019 

1st Collection: $1440
2nd Collection: $952 

Online thanksgiving (June): $1161 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 27
Sun 28
Sat 03 
Sun 04

READERS
Geraldine

Mario & Olwen
Ann M

 Mavis & Olwen

E.M.E 

   Sue & Teresa

Teresa & Carmel 

HOSPITALITY 

Bill & Carol
 

  Margaret & Olwen 

FLOWERS
Vinolia & Doris

Ann & Priska


