
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

4th June 2021 

 

21st Sunday Ordinary Time 

A Choice to Make 

 

This Sunday’s Mass readings conclude a four-week meditation on the Eucharist. 

The Twelve Apostles in today’s Gospel are asked to make a choice—either to 
believe and accept the New Covenant He offers in His Body and Blood or return 
to their former ways of life. 

Their choice is prefigured by the decision Joshua asks the Twelve Tribes to make 
in today’s First Reading. 

Joshua gathers them at Shechem—where God first appeared to their father 
Abraham promising to make his descendants a great nation in a new land 
(see Genesis 12:1–9). And he issues a blunt challenge: either renew their 
covenant with God or serve the alien gods of the surrounding nations. 

We too are being asked today to decide whom we will serve. For four weeks we 
have been presented in the liturgy with the mystery of the Eucharist—a daily 
miracle far greater than those performed by God in bringing the Israelites out of 
the land of Egypt. 

He has promised us a new homeland and eternal life, offering us bread from 
heaven to strengthen us on our journey. He has told us that unless we eat His 
Flesh and drink His Blood we will have no life in us. 

It is a hard saying, as many murmur in today’s Gospel. Yet He has given us the 
words of eternal life. 

We must believe, as Peter says today, that He is the Holy One of God, who 
handed Himself over for us, who gave His flesh for the life of the world. 

As we hear in today’s Epistle, Jesus did this that we might be sanctified, made 
holy, through the water and word of Baptism by which we enter into His new 
covenant. Through the Eucharist, He nourishes and cherishes us, making us His 
own flesh and blood, as husband and wife become one flesh. 

Let us renew our covenant today, approaching the altar with confidence that, as 
we sing in today’s Psalm, the Lord will redeem the lives of His servants. 

Scott Hahn 
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“8Children, let us love not in word  

or speech but in deed and truth                                                                     

I John 3:18 
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Father’s Day Craft Club Raffles 
 

 

 
The Craft Group has put 

together 5 amazing prizes 
for Father’s day raffles. 

 
Tickets are 3 for $5 and 

will be on sale before and 
after mass throughout 

September 2021.  
 

The tickets will be draw 
possible early October 
2021 depending on the 
lockdown restriction 

 
We really appreciate your support towards Craft Group and Sts Peter and Pauls 

South Melbourne 
 

Thanksgiving Envelopes 

Dear parishioners, 

Sts Peter and Pauls Offering Envelopes are now available at the back of the church or you 
could contact parish office through email and we can send them to you 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Yours in Jesus Christ, 

Fr Gary  

 



   

                                  

 

 

 

 

FEAST OF THE WEEK 

St Monica 

27th August 

St. Monica was, above all, a stubborn mother. 
She was married at a young age to an adulterous government official with a 
violent temper. Years of Monica’s patience and prayer converted him to 
Christianity just before he died. She prayed unceasingly for her children as 
well, especially for her brilliant but wayward son, Augustine. Priests learned to 
avoid her because of her persistence in asking for prayers for him. 
 
She followed Augustine as he pursued studies in Carthage and Rome, 
praying at shrines and chapels the whole way. They both finally arrived at 
Milan, where they met St. Ambrose. It was under Ambrose’s guidance that 
Augustine fulfilled his potential and became one of the most brilliant writers 
and thinkers the Church has ever known. After 17 years of constant prayer, 
Monica saw her son baptized when he was 32; St. Augustine’s feast day is 
tomorrow. 
 
St. Monica is the patron saint of alcoholics, victims of abuse and adultery, 
widows, and mothers facing family difficulties. Her relics rest in the reliquary 
chapel in the Basilica. Her story and image are used by high school students 
who come to campus for a summer conference with the Notre Dame Vision 
program. 
St. Monica, your prayer brought your family to Christ, pray for us! 

Source: http://faith.nd.edu/ 

 

 
'Pondering Grief' (Reflection event via ZOOM),  
Saturday 4 September 2021,  
10am-3.30pm (AEST).  
Facilitated by qualified Counsellor/ Supervisor/ 
Educator Linda Espie, this event provides the 
opportunity to reflect on and honour our inner life 
of change and transition. With creativity, space 
and gentle guiding support, this workshop will 
offer a sacred place for the breadth of human 
experiencing and spirit to guide individual 
exploration. Limited to 10 participants. Cost $60. 
Bookings and payment via Trybooking at 
https://www.trybooking.com/BTQNX.  
contact Heart of Life Centre for Spiritual & 
Pastoral Formation,                                      
email: secretary@heartoflife.melbourne or 
 tel (03) 9890 1101. 
 

 

 

Ministers of Communion 

Margaret Mary Kelleher explores the theological 
reasons for having ministers of Communion and 
highlights ways in which the ritual action of the 
communion rite expresses the nature of the liturgy 
as ecclesial action. 

Read more in: 

Ministers of Communion - Liturgy Brisbane 
Education News (weebly.com) 

 

At the time of writing, Margaret Mary Kelleher, 
O.S.U., was associate professor in the School of 
Theology and Religious Studies at The Catholic 

University of America in Washington, D.C. 
See original article 

in www.americamagazine.org/faith/2004/04/19/mi
nisters-communionAmerica Magazine. 
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21st Sunday in ordinary time 
 

Entrance Antiphon: Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save 
the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for I cry to you all the day long. 
 

1st Reading – Joshua 24:1-2. 15-18 
We hear an historic example of the importance of the role of the 
assembly of all the people of God. We too are the gathered 
assembly in this Eucharist. 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
 

I will bless the Lord at all times, his praise always on my lips; in the 
Lord my soul shall make its boast. The humble shall hear and be 
glad. 
 

The Lord turns his face against the wicked to destroy their 
remembrance from the earth. The Lord turns his eyes to the just and 
his ears to their appeal. 
 

They call and the Lord hears and rescues them in all their distress. 
The Lord is close to the broken-hearted; those whose spirit is 
crushed he will save.  
 

Many are the trials of the just man but from them all the Lord will 
rescue him. He will keep guard over all his bones, not one of his 
bones shall be broken. 
 

Evil brings death to the wicked; those who hate the good are 
doomed. The Lord ransoms the souls of his servants. Those who 
hide in him shall not be condemned.  
 

Taste and see the goodness of the Lord. 
 

2nd Reading – Ephesians 5:21-32 
We hear a passage from St. Paul that explains the parallel between 
the bond of marriage and the bond between Christ and us, His 
people. 
 

Alleluia! Alleluia!  Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life: you have the 
words of everlasting life.     Alleluia! 
 

Gospel – John 6:60-69 
At the conclusion of His discourse on the Bread of Life, not everyone 
was ready to accept him. Once again, St. Peter answers the 
question of Jesus and speaks on behalf of the twelve. 
 

Next week’s readings:  1 Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8 
    2 James 1:17-18, 21-22 27 

Gospel Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 

Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:  
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Sr Joyce Stewart, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, Liliana 
Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, James Burnes, James Atkins, 
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Miles Bunteski, Teresa Sheehan, Bob White, Joseph Barbara, Helen Keighery, 
Dale Cocker, Grace, Lucie Rodriguez, Simmone Condon, Jenna Condon. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
 

We pray together: 
 
 

We pray for Pope Francis, his Bishops, 
clergy and religious that as leaders in the 
Church they may throw light on the 
problems that people face and thereby 
helping them to make the right decisions. 
 

We pray for all who have lost faith and no 
longer walk with Jesus. May they 
rediscover the joy of the Gospel.  
 

We pray for everyone who is at this time 
struggling with the ongoing fallout of the 
pandemic, unemployment, loss of 
businesses, mental stress, loss of family 
connections, loneliness.  May our prayers 
be for each other at this time. 
 

We pray for the people of Lebanon, 
Tigray, Afghanistan, Myanmar, and every 
nation in distress. May they not lose hope 
in the promise of peace and justice.  
 

We pray for local churches preparing for 
the Plenary Council with diocesan 
assemblies. May their openness to God’s 
Spirit bear fruit for all.  
 

We remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before 
us. Hold them in your keeping, especially 
those who have died recently and those 
whose anniversaries occur about this 
time William & Dulcie Lee, John & Dulcie 
O’Neill, John Kirby, Calogero Tabacco, 
Ray & Raelene Couch, Jack Danaher, 
Emilia Knefel, Valerie Grierson, Gino 
Mariani, Fr Joseph Duggan, Fr Tom 
Brophy. 
 

 
Online (July) per week: $895 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to                 

the running costs of the Parish. 
EFT Donations: 

Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 
BSB: 083 155 

Account number: 515577466 


