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STS PETER & PAUL’S 

CATHOLIC PARISH  
SOUTH MELBOURNE

‘So I now say to you: You are Peter 
and on this rock I will build my 
Church. And the gates of the 

underworld can never hold out 
against it.’ (Mt 16:18)

The Solemnity of Sts Peter and Paul
The Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul is at the same time a grateful memorial of the 
great witnesses of Jesus Christ and a solemn confession for the Church: one, holy, catholic 
and apostolic. It is first and foremost a feast of catholicity. The sign of Pentecost - the new 
community that speaks all languages and unites all peoples into one people, in one family of 
God -, this sign has become a reality. Our liturgical assembly, at which Bishops are gathered 
from all parts of the world, people of many cultures and nations, is an image of the family of 
the Church distributed throughout the earth.
Strangers have become friends; crossing every border, we recognise one another as brothers 
and sisters. This brings to fulfilment the mission of St Paul, who knew that he was the 
"minister of Christ Jesus among the Gentiles, with the priestly duty of preaching the Gospel 
of God so that the Gentiles [might] be offered up as a pleasing sacrifice, consecrated by the 
Holy Spirit" (Rom 15: 16). 
The purpose of the mission is that humanity itself becomes a living glorification of God, the 
true worship that God expects: this is the deepest meaning of catholicity - a catholicity that 
has already been given to us, towards which we must constantly start out again. Catholicity 
does not only express a horizontal dimension, the gathering of many people in unity, but also 
a vertical dimension: it is only by raising our eyes to God, by opening ourselves to him, that 
we can truly become one.
Like Paul, Peter also came to Rome, to the city that was a centre where all the nations 
converged and, for this very reason, could become, before any other, the expression of the 
universal outreach of the Gospel. As he started out on his journey from Jerusalem to Rome, 
he must certainly have felt guided by the voices of the prophets, by faith and by the prayer of 
Israel.
The mission to the whole world is also part of the proclamation of the Old Covenant: the 
people of Israel were destined to be a light for the Gentiles. The great Psalm of the Passion, 
Psalm 22[21], whose first verse Jesus cried out on the Cross: "My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me?", ends with the vision: "All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn 
to the Lord; all the families of the nations shall bow down before him" (Ps 22[21]: 28). When 
Peter and Paul came to Rome, the Lord on the Cross who had uttered the first line of that 
Psalm was risen; God's victory now had to be proclaimed to all the nations, thereby fulfilling 
the promise with which the Psalm concludes.  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Sts Peter & Paul’s
F E A S T  D AY  F E S T I V A L

SUNDAY
30 June 2019
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ALL WELCOME

377 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne

BRING A DISH / PLATE TO SHARE, MEET NEW FRIENDS AND HAVE FUN
International Dishes Entertainment Animal Farm

For more info call:
Mal       0416 451 163



EXTRACT OF REFLECTION FROM ST AUGUSTINE

This day has been consecrated for us by the martyrdom of the blessed apostles Peter 
and Paul. It is not some obscure martyrs we are talking about. "Their sound has gone 
out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world" (Psalm 19). These 
martyrs had seen what they proclaimed, they pursued justice by confessing the truth, 
by dying for the truth.
 
The blessed Peter, the first of the Apostles, the ardent lover of Christ, who was found 
worthy to hear, "And I say to you, that you are Peter" (Matthew 16:13-20). He himself, 
you see, had just said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."   Christ said to 
him, "And I say to you that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church."  
Upon this rock I will build the faith you have just confessed. Upon your words, "You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God," I will build my Church; because you are 
Peter. Peter comes from petra, meaning a rock. Peter, “Rocky”, from “rock”; not “rock” 
from “Rocky”. Peter comes from the word for a rock in exactly the same way as the 
name Christian comes from Christ.
 
Before his passion the Lord Jesus, as you know, chose those disciples of his whom he 
called apostles. Among these it was only Peter who almost everywhere was given the 
privilege of representing the whole Church. It was in the person of the whole Church, 
which he alone represented, that he was privileged to hear, "To you will I give the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven." After all, it is not just one man that received these keys, 
but the Church in its unity. So this is the reason for Peter’s acknowledged pre-
eminence, that he stood for the Church’s universality and unity, when he was told, "To 
you I am entrusting," what has in fact been entrusted to all. To show you that it is the 
Church which has received the keys of the kingdom of heaven, listen to what the Lord 
says in another place to all his apostles: "Receive the Holy Spirit; and immediately 
afterwards, Whose sins you forgive, they will be forgiven them; whose sins you retain, 
they will be retained" (John 20:22-23).
 
Quite rightly, too, did the Lord after his resurrection entrust his sheep to Peter to be 
fed (Jn. 21: 15-19). It is not, you see, that he alone among the disciples was fit to feed 
the Lord’s sheep; but when Christ speaks to one man, unity is being commended to 
us. And he first speaks to Peter, because Peter is the first among the apostles. Do not 
be sad, Apostle. Answer once, answer again, answer a third time. Let confession 
conquer three times with love, because self-assurance was conquered three times by 
fear. What you had bound three times must be loosed three times. Loose through love 
what you had bound through fear. And for all that, the Lord once, and again, and a 
third time, entrusted his sheep to Peter.
 
There is one day for the passion of two apostles. But these two also were as one; 
although they suffered on different days, they were as one. Peter went first, Paul 
followed. We are celebrating a feast day, consecrated for us by the blood of the 
apostles. Let us love their faith, their lives, their labours, their sufferings, their 
confession of faith, their preaching.

CATECHISM CORNER
 

The Apostles’ Mission (n. 862)

”Just as the office which the Lord 
confided to Peter alone, as first of the 
apostles, destined to be transmitted 
to his successors, is a permanent one, 
so also endures the office, which the 
apostles received, of shepherding the 
Church, a charge destined to be 
exercised without interruption by the 
sacred order of bishops." Hence the 
Church teaches that "the bishops 
have by divine institution taken the 
place of the apostles as pastors of the 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 

Sts Peter and Paul - 29th June  
On this liturgical feast, we honour the martyrdom in Rome of the apostles St Peter 
and St Paul.  As early as the year 258 AD, there is evidence of an already lengthy 
tradition of celebrating the solemnities of both St Peter and St Paul on the same day. 
Together, the two saints are the founders of the See of Rome, through their 
preaching, ministry and martyrdom there. Peter, who was named Simon, was a 
fisherman of Galilee and was introduced to the Lord Jesus by his brother Andrew, 
also a fisherman. Jesus gave him the name Cephas (Petrus in Latin), which means 
‘Rock,’ because he was to become the rock upon which Christ would build His 
Church. Peter spent his last years in Rome, leading the Church through persecution 
and eventually being martyred in the year 64 AD. He was crucified upside-down at 
his own request, because he claimed he was not worthy to die as his Lord. Paul was 
the Apostle for the Gentiles. The second Apostle: Before receiving the name ‘Paul’, he 
was Saul, a Jewish pharisee who zealously persecuted Christians in Jerusalem. 
Scripture records that Saul was present at the martyrdom of St Stephen. He 
converted and became one of the greatest evangelist to ever grace the world, 
founding many churches throughout Israel, Syria, Turkey, and Greece. Paul was finally 
imprisoned and taken to Rome, where he was beheaded in the year 67 AD.

Archbishop’s Visit  
 

Archbishop Peter 
will be visiting 
the parish and 
celebrating the 
6pm Mass on 
Saturday 10th 

August.  
More details in 

the coming 
weeks.

“Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper 
time we will reap a harvest if 

we do not give up.” 
St Paul 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostles


Please remember in your prayers and Masses the following people who are ill:
Sr Annunciata, Valda Hogan, Flo O’Hara, Sr Joyce Stewart, Celestina Ressia, Peter Wood, Vandersman Family, Joanne Kilmer, 
Liliana Bobadilla, Ruby Roxa, Eunice Costa, Richard Fennessy, Giovanna Santarossa, james Burnes, James Atkins, Bonnie Breen, 
Jeff Martin, Naomi McSweeney, Alison Fraser, Tony Bailey, Steven Wallace, Elaine Wallace, Richard Grant.

Solemnity of Sts Peter and Paul

Entrance Antiphon: These are the ones who, living in the flesh, planted 
the Church with their blood; they drank the chalice of the Lord and 
became the friends of God.

1st Reading – Acts 12:1-11 
Peter was imprisoned by King Herod for preaching and teaching the 
Gospel. But God rescues him because his work is not yet done.

Responsorial Psalm 

The angel of the Lord will rescue those who fear him. 

I will bless the LORD at all times; his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
Let my soul glory in the LORD; the lowly will hear me and be glad.

Glorify the LORD with me, let us together extol his name.
I sought the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears.

Look to him that you may be radiant with joy, and your faces may not blush 
with shame.
When the poor one called out, the LORD heard, and from all his distress he 
saved him

The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them.
Taste and see how good the LORD is; blessed the man who takes refuge in him.

The angel of the Lord will rescue those who fear him. 

2nd Reading – 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 
Paul talks about what is required in living a life of faith. It involves a 
steady perseverance, but most importantly, a trust in the Lord’s help and 
strength.

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church.
And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. Alleluia!

Gospel – Matthew 16:13-19 
We see Peter proclaim Jesus as ‘the Christ, the Son of the Living God’. It 
was by this acknowledgement that Jesus then gives the keys of the 
Universal Church to Peter - to care and govern for.

Next week’s reading:   1  Isaiah 66:10-14 
                                    2  Galatians 6:14-18 
                                    Gospel  Luke 10:1-12,17-20 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL  
 

We pray together:

Lord, we pray that the example of the apostles 
Peter and Paul will confirm our own 
dedication to the Christian faith, for which 
they gave their lives.

Lord, we pray that the Word of God as 
preached by them, and written in our 
Scriptures, may take root in our heart and 
soul, and bear fruit there.

Lord, we pray that we may always show a 
Christian spirit of mercy and solidarity with 
the less fortunate in our community.

Lord, we pray that we may seek the kingdom 
of heaven, as preached by Peter and Paul, by 
seeking and doing the will of the Father.

Lord, we pray for the people of different 
nationalities that have joined our parish 
community, adding great richness to our parish 
tapestry.

Lord, we remember with compassion our 
family and friends who have gone before us. 
Hold them in your keeping, especially those 
who have died recently and those whose 
anniversaries occur about this time  Daniel 
Devlin, Todd Buckley, John Thilbey,   
Marjorie Williams, Ron Hills.

Collections: June 22/23, 2019 

1st Collection: $1347
2nd Collection: $1473 

Online thanksgiving (May): $1153 

1st Collection goes to the Friars, and the 
2nd collection goes to the running costs of 

the Parish. 

EFT Donations: 
Account Name: Parish SS Peter & Paul 

BSB: 083 155 
Account number: 515577466

Sat 29
Sun 30
Sat 06 
Sun 07

READERS
Geraldine

Rick & Olwen
Adrian

 Andy & Natalie

E.M.E 

   Doris & Mario

Doris & Geraldine 

HOSPITALITY 

Andy & Geraldine
 

Frank & Mavis 

FLOWERS
Doris

Ann & Priska


